
Emerson Paul Hernly, Jr., 74
Margoria ‘Margie’ Cooper, 79
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By Natalia E. Contreras
USA TODAY Network

WESTFIELD — A public ob-
servatory, the largest digital plan-
etarium sky theater in Indiana fea-
turing a space science center with 
NASA exhibits, astronaut visits and 
a technology center are planned for 
Indy’s north side.

And the developer behind that 
project also wants to build a hotel, 
an entertainment center with laser 
tag, bowling, a trampoline park and 
gokarts, and a restaurant and bar in 
the same area.

Birch Dalton, who is the director 
of EdgeRock Development, wants 
to build on a 68-acre lot at 191st 
Street and Tomlinson Road, east of 

Grand Park. The project was first 
proposed to Westfield City Council 
in November and after two public 

hearings, the council is slated to 
vote on the project in February.

By Cody Thompson
Reporter-Times

MORGAN COUNTY — Some people 
are avid adventurers and enjoy 
rugged, steep climbs through the 

woods. They enjoy strapping on their hiking 
boots and getting dirty — the harder the 
path, the better.

But others enjoy the more genteel paths 
through the woods, where they need not 

be concerned of spraining an ankle on a 
dirt-colored root jutting from the ground. 
They may enjoy bringing out their kids and 
teaching them to ride a bike in the relative 
seclusion a forest can provide without the 
extra challenges.

Morgan County residents looking for that 
more laid-back experience now have access 
to a fully-paved hiking/biking trail in the 
Morgan-Monroe State Forest.

The trail, which begins at the Mason Ridge 

Campground next to the fire tower and ends 
at the Bryant Creek shelter house, is approxi-
mately five miles long and is accessible via 
bike and wheelchair, in addition to walking.

Darren Bridges, the state fire coordinator 
and manager of Morgan-Monroe and Yel-
lowwood state forests, said people enjoy 
having a paved trail away from main roads 
for the safety aspects of it.

Staff Report

WASHINGTON TOWN-
SHIP — On the same day that 
Bob Bolin announced his res-
ignation from the Washington 
Township Board, Brenda Brit-
tain also resigned from her spot 
on Tuesday.

“Due to personal and 
health reasons, effective today 
(Tuesday, Jan. 21), I am resigning 
my position on the Washington 
Township Board,” Brittain wrote 
in a letter to Morgan County 
Clerk Stephanie Elliott.

Brittain was just beginning 
the second year 
of her first term 
as a member of 
the Washington 
Township Board.

She,  along 
with Bolin and 
fe l low b oard 
member Scotty 
Manley, won the 
three at-large spots in a six-way 
race during the 2018 Republican 
primary race.

The three candidates were 
unopposed in that year’s gen-
eral election.

Prior to taking her spot on 
the township board, Brittain 
spent nearly three decades 
in elected office at the county 
level.

She served six terms, 24 
years, as the Morgan County 
Assessor.

Prior to that, she served as 
the Morgan County Treasurer.

Brittain’s resignation leaves 
Manley as the only member 
of the Washington Township 
Board.

The Morgan County Repub-
lican Party will have to replace 
Brittain through a caucus pro-
cess, in which the 14 precinct 
committeemen will select the 
next member of the board.

Becasue the members are 
considered at-large, a board 
member can live anywhere 
in Washington Township, in-
cluding the city of Martinsville.

Brittain’s term was set to ex-
pire on Dec. 31, 2022, and the 
person selected to replace her 
will serve until that date.

With two out of three mem-
bers recently resigning, the 
board will be unable to com-
plete any business, as it will 
not have a quorum of mem-
bers until new members are 
selected.

The next meeting of the 
Washington Township Board is 
currently scheduled for 5 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Feb. 12, at the 
Morgan County Administra-
tion Building, 180 S. Main St., 
Martinsville.

By Keith Rhoades
Reporter-Times

MARTINSVILLE — Members 
of the Morgan County Election 
Board held their first meeting of 
2020 Thursday morning.

The first item on their agenda 
was to reorganize the board. 
Becky Waymire said she had been 
chairman for eight years and felt it 
was time to step down from that 
position. She nominated board 
member Tammy Parker to be-
come chairman of the board. The 
vote was 3-0 to approve Parker as 
the new chairman.

In regular business, board 
members approved the current 
inventory list of voting equip-
ment. Elliott said the list, once 
approved, is sent to the state. She 

said the list has not changed from 
last year — they have not added 
any new voting machines or poll 
books.

Board members also discussed 
the vote centers that were used by 
the county in 2018. Elliott 
said they need to think 
about the number of 
centers they want to 
establish and where 
they will be located. 
Last time, they had 
14 centers scattered 
around the county. El-
liott said they will need to 
decide if they will add additional 
centers.

She said they will have to de-
cide on the center’s location — do 
they stay at their current loca-
tions or do they move them to 

new locations? She said any new 
location will have to meet the 
requirements of the American 
with Disabilities Act and have 
adequate parking for the public. 
She said there was some parking 

problems at a couple of the 
centers last time.

The matter of vote 
centers will be dis-
cussed against at a fu-
ture meeting.

Elliott said their 
2020 budget has been 

approved by the council 
and the state. She said one 

purchase she will be making is for 
high-speed printers for the vote 
centers. The printers are used to 
print totals from the voting ma-
chines after the polls close.

The board reviewed the 

campaign finance reports of 
those candidates that ran last 
year or who began campaigning 
last year for this year’s election. 
The board found a few reports 
with some errors. The candidates 
will be notified of those errors and 
will be required to correct them. 
The board will then review those 
corrected reports at their next 
meeting.

The next election board 
meeting is  scheduled for 
Thursday, Feb. 20, at 9 a.m. in 
the election office in the county 
administration building, 180 S. 
Main St., Martinsville.

Contact Keith Rhoades at 
765-342-1453 or at krhoades@
reporter-times.com.
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LINK Observatory hopes to showcase ‘Grand Universe’
Morgan County-based 
institute looks to build 
space, science center 
on north side of Indy

This architectural rendering of Grand Universe shows what the world-class pub-
lic observatory in Westfi eld could look like. The proposed space and science 
center will be operated by the Morgan County-based LINK observatory. (LINK 
Observatory courtesy rendering)
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Election board re-organizes, begins planning for 2020

2020E L E C T I O N

PICTURED: This is the entrance to the trail by the Mason Ridge Campground and fi re tower. 
The other end of the trail is at the Bryant Creek shelter house, fi ve miles away. (Cody Thompson / Reporter-Times)
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